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Thursday 21st May, 2020 
Update 5 – FS2 Returning to School  

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Please make sure you read this letter fully.  It covers everything you need to know about your child’s return 
to school. 
 
We are aware that, whilst the unknown may excite a few, it creates a great feeling of uncertainty, and 
possibly fear, for many.  My aim is talk you through each step in our plans for opening on Monday 1st June.  
School will undoubtedly look different, but it isn’t the building or the soft toys that create the atmosphere; 
it’s the people.  We will manage looking different, but Bernards Heath will feel (after a few days of getting 
used to it) just like the school you remember. 
 
We will be split into ‘bubbles’.  Each bubble will contain at least 2 consistent adults, possibly more where 
necessary.  Each bubble/group, will remain together until we receive further guidance from the Government 
for Phase 2 (possibly 3 weeks into June).  The bubbles will not mix, share resources or play together.  They 
can certainly wave and this will be encouraged! 
 
Social Distancing – The adults in each bubble, and those working elsewhere around school, will adhere to 
stringent social distancing measures.  As will you, whenever you are on site to drop off/collect.  However, 
the Department for Education (DfE) realise that we cannot expect our youngest children to remain 2m apart.  
We received this clarification from Herts County Council (HCC) yesterday. 
 
Government has been clear that young children cannot be expected to remain 2m apart, and in deciding to 
bring children back into school government has recognised this. With our EYFS children it’s less about 
maintaining 2m distance between the children as we know that isn’t going to be achievable but minimising 
the risk of cross contamination in their ‘bubbles’. 
 
These familiar steps are still the most important – 
 

 avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 

 frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices 

 regular cleaning of settings 

 minimising contact and mixing 

 
This means that the adults in the classroom will be socially distancing from one another but not from the 
children.  There are simple, child-friendly, ways we will avoid ‘over-crowding’ and further minimise close 
contact within our groups of 15, for example, splitting each bubble into small groups of 3/4 children (the 
bumblebees, the butterflies, the hedgehogs and so on).  When sharing resources such as building a train-set 



 

 

 

or using a pot of felt-pens, each sub-group will consistently work together, further reducing the spread of 
germs.  However, spending all day together and enjoying some freedom, means contact between the whole 
group of 15 will be unavoidable. 
 
Explaining this to young children – Mr Fisher has made a slideshow which we will share with you before 
returning to school.  Adults at school will talk with the children about this every day.  It also gives you a 
chance to talk about it together at home.  It is an evolving document so will certainly have things added to it 
over time. 
 
FS2 children have been split (by their teacher) into Group A and Group B.  One of these groups will be taught 
in their FS2 classroom and one will be taught in a Year 1 classroom.  Wherever possible, we have arranged 
for a familiar adult to be in the classroom they are returning to.  Before 1st June, the teacher leading your 
child’s learning will send them a video, introducing themselves and the room they will be learning in.  Please 
note, the split into Group A/B is final and no changes will be made. 
 
Everything else is outlined below. 
 

Medical Needs 
 

Care Plans If your child already has a care plan for their medical needs, Miss Earnshaw will be in touch 
to review this with you before 1st June.  It is your responsibility to share all underlying 
health needs your child has – most we will already know about, others may have developed 
over the past 10 weeks.  Your child cannot return to school until Miss Earnshaw has spoken 
to you. 

Clinically 
Extremely 
Vulnerable 

This applies to those who are shielding and have received a letter from the NHS.  If you 
have somebody in your house who is shielding, we need to talk to you before your child 
returns to school.  Please get in touch. 
 

Poorly At this time you must not send your child to school if they are poorly in any way.  
Coughs/colds/sore throats.  Any children who arrive unwell or become unwell during the 
day will be supervised outside of their bubble until you arrive to collect them. 

Covid-19 
Symptoms 

If a member of the bubble presents with symptoms of CV, they are eligible for testing (5 
years and over).  As are all members of staff and their household. 
 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or 
group, including the staff member supervising, should be sent home and advised to self-
isolate for 14 days.  

 
As a school, we will also be sending home the siblings of any child presenting with 
symptoms and will not admit them back to school until they are well and have confirmation 
of a negative test result. 

PPE Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) must be worn by staff who are dealing with a possible 
case of CV (or anyone displaying symptoms), cleaning an area where anyone with 
symptoms has been or for any intimate care.  Intimate care is defined as nappy changing or 
changing a child who has had an accident and therefore there is risk of coming into contact 
with bodily fluids.  If a child has had an accident but manages it themselves (this will depend 
on their level of independence) and simply needs clean/dry clothes passed to them and 
some moral support, this is not classified as intimate care. 
 
You may see staff who choose to wear face coverings.  This is personal choice and will be 
due to their own unique set of circumstances.  This will be fully supported by the school. 

First Aid Usual PPE will be worn for basic first aid (adults wear gloves when cleaning cuts and grazes).  



 

 

 

To avoid the need for the Medical Room, each class will have a designated area for 
administering First Aid. 

Your child’s day 
 

Lunch You do not need to pay for or provide your child’s lunch.  All lunches will be school-
prepared packed lunches (a roll, fruit snack, cucumber/carrot sticks, and biscuit) and will be 
delivered to the child’s classroom.  Children will be eating in their classroom or outside in 
good weather.  Children will be able to choose the filling for their roll each morning 
(plain/buttered/cheese/meat option) – we will not be working from pre-ordered menus. 
There will be no hot lunches at this time. 
 
If you would like to send in a home packed lunch, please ensure you adhere to our home 
packed lunch policy (see attached).  In order to support those with allergies, packed lunches 
must not contain egg or nuts.  If possible, please send packed lunches to school in a plastic, 
or other easily washed, container.  
 

Outdoor 
play 

All outside breaks and outdoor play will be staggered to avoid mixing groups.  Where two 
groups are outside at the same time, the outdoor space will be divided into sections for 
each bubble, for example, one FS2 bubble may be using our front ‘pencil garden’ whilst 
another is using our water and construction area.  Use of the equipment will be rotated on 
a weekly basis to allow for cleaning. 

Snack Please send your child to school with a piece of fresh fruit – not fruit bars/fruit roll-
ups/packets of yoghurt covered fruit.  Just an apple/banana/pear etc, for their snack. 

Water-
bottle 

Your child must have their own water bottle every day.  This must be CLEARLY marked with 
their name. 

Uniform Coming back to school means returning to what is familiar.  School uniform must be worn 
every day.  We understand children may have grown out of some items.  Please do your 
best to replace these items with something plain, to fit in with our general uniform style, for 
example, a plain t-shirt/shorts.  For those in FS, a summer dress for this term only is fine but 
please remember for climbing, scooting and cycling, shorts or culottes are preferred.  If 
school shoes are too small, trainers are fine.  Strappy summer sandals and crocs are not for 
school. 

Thursday 
Uniform 

Every Thursday the children can come in rainbow colours – as bright as they can.  This will 
be a special day to thank everybody who is working hard to keep us all safe.  We’ll do our 
own daily, round of applause too.  Please make sure children are still wearing sensible 
shoes/trainers. 

Washing 
Uniform 

There have been reports of washing uniform daily at 60 degrees.  This is the official 
Government guidance – 
There is no need for anything other than normal personal hygiene and washing of clothes 
following a day in a school. Uniform that cannot be machine washed should be avoided. 

Spare 

Clothes 
On your child’s first day, please provide a bag of spare clothes which will stay on their peg 
until required.  Please include spare underwear and socks. 

Book-bag We have been asked to limit resources coming to and from school.  There is no need for 
your child to bring their book-bag.  Just themselves, their water bottle and their 
coat/sunhat. 

Reading 
Books 

For the reason above, we will not be sending reading books to and from school at this time.  
We will of course be spending lots of time reading at school and encourage you to continue 
reading daily at home. 

Coming to and from school 

One adult We have been advised that only one adult must arrive to drop off or collect their child. 

On foot The guidance strongly recommends walking to and from school wherever possible.    



 

 

 

One-way Please see our map and follow the instructions provided.  We will be there to help you for 
the first few days.   

Being on 
time 

Please ensure, especially in the current circumstances, you arrive promptly at your child’s 
start time.  The process of managing multiple start times means we need to combine our 
efforts to ensure we can keep everybody safe. 
 
Arriving late is disruptive to your child, their class and our staff. 
If you arrive later than your child’s expected arrival, please do not come onto the school 
site until 9:15.  Wait outside and allow time for the site to empty.  We cannot 
accommodate late arrivals at the office.  You will be directed by a member of staff from 
9:15 onwards. 

Play 
Equipment 

Please ensure your child, and their younger siblings, are holding your hand throughout the 
time spent on the school site.  In order to protect our bubbles, no outside equipment can 
be touched/played with/climbed on. 

Gathering Arriving and departing school should feel like you’re on a conveyor belt.  In order to keep us 
safe, the line must keep moving.  Groups cannot gather on the playground or outside the 
school gates.  If the system for collecting your class involves lining up.  Please respect social 
distancing measures at all times. 

Other 
 

Wrap-
around 
care 

A reminder, there is no on site Breakfast Club or After-school childcare until further notice. 

Visitors School remains closed to all visitors.  This includes all volunteers. 

Office The school office remains closed.  To protect our staff, all communication continues to be 
via phone call or email.  The one-way system at drop off will not enable you to walk down 
to the office.  On your route, there will be a clearly marked box for returning any 
paperwork. 

 
 
Attendance – FS2 viewed as a priority year group 
 
A significant amount of organisation has gone into making it possible for your child to attend school from 1st 
June.  Many families are not in the position you are in and do not have the opportunity to choose whether 
or not to send their child back to school.  For this reason, I would urge you to contact me with an 
explanation of your circumstances if you do not intend your children to return to school before the 
summer holidays. 
 
I am certain that, after week one, our numbers of FS2 children attending are likely to increase.  For this 
reason, the plan laid out above will remain in place for the first 2 weeks.  At the end of week 2 we will review 
the numbers of those attending.  If our numbers are very low (for example, bubbles of only 5 or 6 children), 
we will seek advice as to whether it is deemed appropriate to combine the bubbles, thus making room for us 
to open to more children.  Please do not assume that, as your child is in Reception, you can choose to attend 
at any point in the next term; by the time you have decided you are ready, we may no longer have room to 
accommodate you.  I strongly recommend that you do get in touch with any questions about attendance 
and I will endeavour to help you wherever I can. 
 
For clarity, school is encouraged not to issue fixed penalty notices for non-attendance at this stage, neither 
will school be held to account for our attendance figures. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

I am sure you can understand that every single measure we have put in place is there for the protection of 
our staff and your children.  We truly look forward to the days of bustling playgrounds in the mornings and 
long chats at the end of the day.  For now, we will do the very best we can to make the next few weeks run 
as smoothly as possible, for everyone. 
 
This is brand new to us too.  If some of our systems need amending, we will adapt them as necessary and 
make sure you are aware of the changes.  Please bear with us as we navigate Phase 1 in the return to school. 
 
For those of you who will be using childminders/au pairs, please ensure that all of this information is shared. 
 
With continued thanks and best wishes, 
 
 
Miss Woolfson 
Acting Headteacher 


